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he Range Rover Sport was released to much press acchim in
Hay 2005 and seemed to iteraly transform the fortunes of
Land Rover. Never have so many left hand drive models of
any Land Rover product been in such demand, meaning the
Range Rover Sport has been a roaring success since it global
Taunch. Sales are stil strong globally, and demand continues to
outweigh supply across the model range.

Inital models launched in the UK were 2.7 TOVE, 2 4.4 petrol V8 and
the range-topping 4.2 supercharged petral V8. Howeves, the game has
definitely moved on and the Range Rover Sport has had to evoive to cope
with the ‘new toys’ on the biock. The 4.4 variant is no longer offered and
the best:seling diesel model has been joined by a big brother, i the form
of the 3.6 TDVS, available in both HSE & HST (bady Kited) guise.

“The only remaining petrl engine in the UK, i the 4.2 V8 Supercharged
which s priced at Just below £60k, its defintely for the owners with
deeper pockets. With the engine returning around 12mpg in real ffe
‘conditons and with ising fuel and road tax prices, this is  very expensive
motor o run.

The TOV6, 2.7 live engine was aivays the logical choice for most
purchasers. In HSE guise, the specificaton s high and offers better value
than a lot of the equivalent German competiton. In additon, the diesel
engine provides much better economy, returing around 25mpg. Asde
from that, some drivers st complaned of a lack of power and turbo [ag.
And 50 the 3.6 twin turbo VB diesel was bom, being priced midvay
between the TOV6 and the Supercharged model It defintely makes a
much more sensible in-betweener then the 4.4 V8 ever did!

“The twin turbo V8 Diesel engine feels  lot more moden and powerf,
with 268 bhp and 6400 of torque on tap, which equates to a 0-60 mph
ime of: 8.6 seconds and a top speed of 130mph (on a deserted ruway).
Prices for the HSE variant start at £54,900. For the prce, expect al the
usual reature comforts, class-leading looks and kile offoad capabilty.
With current owners reporting that the TDV8 in real ffe driving is
returming: 21 MPG Urban and 28 MPG Extra Urban.
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Many argue the 3.6 verson is now the model o choice above and beyond
the 2.7. Market predictions see the TDV8 depreciating to around: £30K over 3
years meaning a 55% residual value, which s very strong indeed. Early 07-
plate models with average mieage are being priced around E4SK currentl,
meaning tha the predicted residual does seem realistc.

Looking to the future, residuals may be futher affected by how much more.
tax is added to 4xi's n years to come, which wil i turn affect the demand
for cars such as these. In my opinion I sl one of the best looking 4x#' 00
the market and despite it having a slightl less luxurious feeling on the inside
‘compared with its bigger brother the Range Rover, s cockpit position & feel
more than make up for thi. Tie this with Land Rovers legendary off-0ad
‘capabities, made easy by the Range Rover Sports Terrain Response system,
and you have a very worthwhie package to consder.

Lastly, Land Rover have updated and constantly improved the car since its
release nearly three years aqo. Various changes have been made s model
years have passed, with small increases In price to match. Early buld issues.
and problems seem to have been rectfed in the main with les fssues being
reported in recent years by owners. With Land Rover now beind taken over
by TATA Motors, it il be nteresting to see what happens at the Solihull
factory in the months to come.

A useful source for any information on the RR Sport can be found here:
1Dt co.uk.

Competitors to the 3.6 TDVB are: Bmw XS 3,054, Audi Q7 4.2 Tdi, Merc ML
420 Cdi. Others to Consider: Merc GL 420 Cd, Toyota LandCruiser 4.8 VB
.

Our dealership of chaice i Stratstone Nottingham Land Rover.

Suggested Target Discount on the RR Sport TDVB HSE: Around 5% off st
Popular addtional extras: Privacy Giass, Side Steps, Hybrid TV.
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