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August 2nd 2009

If you need to refuel before arrival: 
If you arrive with time in hand and need fuel then there are two filling stations quite close to the M9 Services that are 7pence per litre cheaper than the Moto BP forecourt – one at Morrison’s Land Rover (Jet) about ¾ mile from the exit from the motorway and a Shell (no Vpower diesel, but Autogas for those with LPG) at the St Ninians Borestone roundabout, about 1.5 miles from the motorway. When approaching Stirling don’t come off the m’way at J10, stay on to J9, come of the 1st sliproad Marked Stirling and Edingburgh and immediately take the next sliproad to Services and Stirling. At the roundabout take the first exit to Stirling and Bannockburn – just passed the Land Rover showroom  on the right is the Jet filling station. Continue on the main road over the mini roundabout and continue toward Stirling city centre. The Shell forecourt is on the left at the big roundabout.  Both service stations sell picnic type food.
If you want supermarket fuel (it was £0.999p a litre last Sunday) then about 1mile off the motorway at J10 there is a Sainsbury with a filling station – follow the signs to Erskine Bridge, take the 2nd exit from the Riverside round about (follow the ringroad), at the next roundabout (below Stirling Castle and with a Fire Station on your left) take the 1st exit off this roundabout and follow the road round the back of the castle – cross the next roundabout and Sainsbury and Macdonalds are on your left about ½ mile down the road. When you have fuelled up you can either return to the motorway and come down to J9 or at the firestation roundabout take the first exit passed the new bit of road that is being built in front of the Castle, at the next roundabout take the 1st exit into Stirling, then at the small roundabout after that take the second exit following the ring road signs and signs to Bannockburn/ St Ninians, keeping the Kings Park golf course on your right you will come to a double mini-roundabout, at the first roundabout turn right and immediately enter the 2nd where you have to turn left. At the traffic lights turn right at Viewforth Council offices and follow the road through St Ninians to the Borestone Round about – go round the roundabout to the 3rd exit and go up the hill. On the left you will pass a Vauxhall garage then the Bannockburn Hertitage Centre on your right swiftly passing Morrison’s Jet Station and Land Rover Showroom on your left. Go straight across the next roundabout and pass the Premier Inn on your right. You will then come to the roundabout above J9 of the M9. Enter the roundabout and go right round to the 5th exit and enter the services area. 
Route Plan

Leaving the Moto Services area enter the J9 roundabout and go round to the 3rd exit signed A91 – /Wallace Monument, Alloa & St Andrews we will be heading toward the Wallace Monument (which is the tall spire sticking up on the skyline to the right of Stirling castle)  but don’t intend to visit it! Cross the next 3 roundabouts following the signs to Alloa and St Andrews. At the fourth roundabout take the first exit signed Wallace Momument and Logie. Almost immediately after leaving the roundabout turn right into what looks like Logie Kirk Carpark. We will wait a couple of minutes here while every catches up. The road from here on is single track up a very steep hill with a couple of extremely sharp hairpin bends so leave a good space between you and the next car incase they have to “shunt” round the bend – I had to in the RRS last Sunday! This road leads to the site of the Battle of Sherriffmuir in 1715. At the junction at the Sherriffmuir Inn take the right fork signed to Blackford – again this is all single track road with a few passing places. Coming off the moors turn left at the sign board to Greenloaning, continue to the A9. At the junction cross diagonally to the left to use the crossing for the northbound carriageway, cross it and turn left through the village of Greenloaning to the junction with the A822. Pass through Braco (take care as the bridge is narrow and you may find oncoming traffic in the middle of the road). Just outside the village turn left onto the B827 to Comrie. Although I am trying to follow what were General Wade’s Military Roads the road from Braco /Muthill/ Creiff is built on what was once a Roman Road to their fort and camp at Creiff. If preferred we can take this route rather than the more circuitous road via Comrie. If necessary there are public toilets at the various visitor attractions approaching Comrie.  In the village of Comrie turn right onto the A85 toward Creiff.  
Just before Creiff there is a crossroads with a signpost to Hosh and the Famous Grouse Experience/ Glen Turret distillery. We pass through the distillery and stay on the backroad bypassing Creiff, to Monzie. Shortly after the hamlet of Monzie there is a junction with the A822, signposted “Perthshire Tourist Route” turn left here following the signs to Aberfeldy and the Sma Glen. 

NOTE: If anybody wants to avoid the Bankfoot roadworks then turn off the A9 at Logierait, well north of Dunkeld, taking the  tourist route to Creiff and wait for us at Glen Turret Distillery or turn right onto the unclassed road at Amulree and wait for us there as we will take about 11/2hrs from Stirling to here.    
Just before entring the hamlet of Amulree there is a turn-off the A822 to the left at the postoffice house – take this road which is signed to Kenmore and with dire warning signs  about winter weather!  We are back onto singletrack roads with switchvback hairpins and frequent passing places from here until Kenmore. If the weather is nice the views are good too. This unclassified road runs for 7 miles over the hills and down into the Tay Valley at Kenmore. Last weekend when I drove this pass the visibility was about 100ft in driving rain and the raod was flooded in places!
Coming down off the moors/ hills we drop down on a road loaded with hairpin bends. At the end of the road we regain “proper” roads – turn right at the foot of the hill, and immediately take the left turn toward Kenmore. Coming up the hill into Kenmore take care as the village is often busy and there is a 20mph speed limit. Public toilets are at the Kenmore Hotel and there is a village shop on the south side of the square. It isn’t intended to stop here as there are also public toilets at the picnic stop about 2 miles drive on. There are traffic lights controlling the bridge over the river Tay – take care! Cross the bridge and follow the A827 out of the village and toward Killin – about 1.25 miles after the bridge there is a turning to the left into the DALERB Forestry Commission picnic area. This is the intended lunch stop and to meet anybody who wishes to join up with the group. I hope to arrive here between 1230 and 1300. This is a large picnic area with access to Loch Tay, just off the main road is the toilet block on the right and if you follow the track round to the left you enter a vast picnic area. I suggest we go right to the Kenmore end of the area where there is a small shipyard building what looks like a steamboat to ply Loch Tay. If you are really, really lucky you will spot the rare Red Squirrels at the picnic area as it is inside a Red Squirrel protection/conservation area  
For those that want to go into Kenmore for lunch then we will be here for an hour or until people have finished taking about cars and are ready to move!

AFTER LUNCH 
Depending on people’s views and the time we depart we have the choice of going direct to Killin/ Glen Lyon along the north shore of Loch Tay or we can take the scenic single track road (recently resurfaced for much of its’ 17 mile length) – a decision will be made at lunchtime! 

If we take the south shore road then at the exit from the picnic area turn right back toward Kenmore. Pass through the village and at the junction turn right following the signs to the Crannog Centre. If people prefer we can stop here for lunch so people can go and look at the Crannog and prehistoric things on the site (admission is £6.50 for adult, £4.50 for children) – see  www.crannog.co.uk  for details. There is no onsite parking here – it is a short walk down the lane. On 2nd August there will be an Ancient Archery contest which may be of interest to the younger members of the group – please let me know at Stirling if you prefer to have lunch here instead of over on the other side of the loch.

The drive along the south shore of Loch Tay is quite scenic although with a lot of low hanging trees there are not many views of the Loch itself. The road eventually joins the 

A827 just west of Killin. Turn right towards the village which is a tourist trap on a sunny day with the spectacular waterfalls that are right in the village centre. The road crosses the River Dochart by a very narrow bridge – there is no priority to traffic from any particular direction so take care as there isn’t width for 2 cars to pass on the bridge, and there are usually lots of pedestrians in the roadway too!  Pass through the village (we can wait in the car park on the left for everybody to catch up if necessary) and slowly pass the the caravan and camping site on the right ( I have often seen D3’s with Disco3.co.uk window stickers parked up in here so there is a “Spotting” opportunity here although they should be with us for the day!) On the left as we pass the caravan site there is a turning to the left signposted “Morlanich Longhouse” we take the left turn out of the village and up the valley. This road is deceptive……………………… we will shortly come to a junction, the righthand fork is a VERY sharp hairpin bend, we take the left turn which is signed as a “no through road” up Glen Lochay. The road gradually climbs along the north side of the valley and the road becomes progressively badly surfaced. Eventually we come to what appears to be the end of the track at Kenknock farm however we are in Land Rovers and there is no such thing as the “end of the road” for us and we will turn sharp right just after the farm house and start climbing via some very sharp hairpins and on a very badly potholed/ partly washed out road  up to a mountain pass between Sgaith

Bhuidhe peak and Creag Nam Bodach, eventually we descend to the Loch Lyon Hydro Electric dam and power generating station. We can stop on the summit as there are opportunities to drive off the road and onto the side to take in the view of the dam. However about 1mile passed Pubil farm at the head of Glen Lyon I have planned another stop for refreshments/ afternoon cuppa and photos at the riverside. 

After tea we follow the road along Glen Lyon to Bridge of Balgie. There are a lot of cattlegrids and wandering sheep on the road along this stretch. For those returning to the north and Aberdeen this would be a place to leave us and travel back to the A9 via Aberfeldy or Tummel Bridge to avoid the road works or to stay with us to return to Kenmore and then Aberfeldy. If nobody wants to leave the group then we will turn right and cross the river Lyon on a road signed “Ben Lawers Visitor Centre”. Climbing up the pass between Ben Lawers and Meall nan Tarmachan to another Hydro-Electric dam, then descending to the Ben Lawers visitor centre (which is closed this year and the public toilets are locked up – Welcome to Scotland!). The descent takes us back down to Loch Tay. At the main road there is a Y junction nand this is where the guys from the north would be advised to leave the group to avoid the Bankfoot roadworks on their way home. You should take the left fork and turn left on the main road and return to Kenmore/ Aberfeldy and the A9 north of Dunkeld. For those going south we will take the right fork and turn right on the main road, returning to Killin. Pasing through Killin stay on the A827 to Lix Toll. There is a filling station here at the well known Lix Toll Motors Land Rover dealers. Unfortunately their unusual tracked Carmichael Series 2 and their FC Hydrology Series2 on tractor wheels were sold recently to a new owner in Brazil when the garage owner retired. If you are looking for a 2nd Hand Defender or Disco these guys a good place to look. There is fuel, a small shop and toilets at the filling station. I will be taking the left turn and heading south to Callander via Glen Ogle and back to Aberfoyle and Buchlyvie where I live. If anybody wants to stop for Fish and Chips in Callander then be warned that the chippy here is notorious for having turned away Prince William a couple of years ago when he appeared almost at closing time looking for a take away! If anybody wants to come on through to Buchlyvie with me we have two pubs in the village that serve decent food  and is on the A811 road between Stirling and Glasgow.

USEFUL INFO
Fuel – Stirling – all the majors are represented in the city and the bigger supermarkets have filling stations. There is fuel at Crieff but after that the next fuel stop I am aware of is at Lix Toll west of Killin.

Food – Moto service s at Stirling and the filling forecourts listed in the main item sell snacks. There is a village shop at Kenmore 
Public Toilets – Moto Services Stirling, Comrie visitor attractions, Kenmore village, Dalerb picnic area, Killin………………….. and plenty of hedgrows and trees in between for little ones who are desperate! 

MAPPING -  The Land Rover Satnav map doesn’t show some of the roads we will use, however the Ordnance Survey Maps do. LandRanger Sheets 51,52 and 57 cover the routes we will be travelling – and for those with carputers or PDA based maps (I have Memory Map on a PDA) then the Memory Map GB North disk covers the whole of Scotland – I cannot remember which “tiles” you will need but area memory map disk 9 covers the area. Also Anquet Electronic OS Maps cover the area. When in mobile coverage I found that on my iPhone I was able to use the GPS(A) with GoogleEarth mapping with some success but you will need an in-car charger as it eats the iphone battery using the assisted GPS and Googlemaps.  
CB and Amateur Radio – I have neither but I do have a set of PMR handsets which we can use to keep in touch along the convoy.

Mobile Phones – away from the main roads there is little coverage by any of the networks. My mobile number is 07711128979 and email is jollyjack99@hotmail.co.uk which in phone cover will eventually arrive at my iPhone!

Please bring with you – a full tank of fuel (I covered 154 miles last weekend which used just over a quarter tank of diesel in the TDv8), a camera, a picnic, wet weather clothes (it’s August and high summer I know, but last weekend it rained like it does in the tropics for most of the drive as far as Killin when the sun came out!). 
Money - Bring some cash with you – there are plenty of retail therapy opportunities along the route! I am not taking any money for arranging the day but I would suggest that if you feel you might want to make a donation to the cost of running the forums we do a “group” donation – please don’t feel compelled to donate though, I’m happy to act as the “collector” if you do want to and I’ll make sure it all gets to Martin. 
THE MAIN THING IS THAT YOU ENJOY YOUR DAY
I  will be bringing a work colleague and his wife who have come over from Germany for a long weekend break away from Hamburg with me – they both speak excellent English and are Wolfgang and Angelika Thoss 
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